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:fo Friendsville Site (182223), Carrett County, iMarylsend
../ Introduction e S0

One of the largest, most Importent prehistoric Indiun sil:-s in

14

Merylsend, and one of only three sinmilsr sites known in Cerrett COunty;
is situzted on a flzt &long the vest bank of the Youghiogheny Tiiver
where the proposed Nationsl Treewny snd relocated Noute 442 ere to be
built st Friendsville, According to local trzdition, the site wus
occupied by & Shzwnee Indizn villsze when the first Furs-American
settlors came to Carrett County in the 1760's (Hoye 15373 Olcen 196l4).
The tradition is plsusible, but aveilable zrcheologicul &nd historical
dzts indicate that the Shuwnes ware comparntively recent and temporasry
residents in western Msryland and that the msjor occupants at the
Friendsville site relste to ezrlier cultures between gbout A. D. 1330
e &nd 1675. The ethnic affiliestion of even the luteet of these esrlier

Indiens is uncertsin, however (Hoffman 1964; Msyer~Oszkes 19553 ¥hite 1969).°

Previous Archeslogicsl Investi-stions

In recent yeers most of the site hes beén covered by & few houres
&nd large lewns, The central psrt of the =ite wzs exposed in & gsrden
sbout 20 yeers apo, snd & description written at that time stestest *The
&>11 is evtre-ely black snd deep and one nover fails to find potsherds,
f1int chips, bones, etc. when sesrching the surfzce for srtifzcts. «
The site hus never been excavated up to the present time (Corliss 195C).
A test é:éévaifdajwconsisting of one 12=-foot square in the vicinity

of what is now the narthezet corner of the grevel pzrking lot at the

/’ ¥innich Puneral Yome, wes conducted Yy the Cernegie Muscum of rFittsburg !
? 3 . 1~
Ses in 1952 (Mayer-Nzkes 1955:¢ 2523 Corliss, personal communicstion). -2

detailed report on the investirztion is not svailsble ¢t this tine, but
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manf sherds, bones, &nd historic ertifscts {preoumebly 4ncluding 17th

century trazde goéds) were recovered (Corliss‘195hz 8).

Investigstions by the i'aryland Goolazical Curvey

A brief reconnaissance of the site wss mude in feptembsr, 1769,
in order to.deiermine its presznt condition and extent; The wures
reported to be so productive by Corliss ond 4ected by the Csrnepie
Museum 18 now covered by lzwvn &nd & gravel perking lot. However,
sherds, flakes, snd & point were fournd on the surface vhere soil was
exposed around shrubhery near'thc ¥innich Funersl Ylome snd &n sdjecent
psrking lot. (Our surface explorstion did not extend south of ths
north edpe of the‘lbtter field tecsuse 3¢t that time we wvere not‘thre
thst Route L2 is to te reloczted tirough this zrez.) There were no
surfzce exposures in the ares Lo be directly sffected by construction
of the Mationsl Freewsy north of tre funerzl hame, so & serieé of smsll
tesis vere dug in thut areas 7The kind &nd quentily 3f ertifacls recovered
(see appendir.for a detziled d=scription of the tests) and the confisuration
of the scrfazce, waich begins to slope to & lower level in this saree, |
sugrests that the site ends in this vicinity. However, no tests were
mude in the vicinity of the Mathodlst Parsonage vhere the ground is
higher snd msy contazin sn extensinn of the site,

It is clear that the proposed Fatlomal ?reeﬁay znd relocstion .
of Adzhway U2 st Friendsville will desiroy et lesst two portions of the
site, Doth of these &ress should be thorouvehly studied priorAto
construction of the bighuay'bccause (1) &3equete understeniing of sny
&rcheolﬁgical eite requires evtensive s=snpling over the entire site,
snd (2) there 1s no sssursnce that the portions a8 the site uneffzcied
bty the nrouored nic-vay consiruction will be svailatle for study in
the future or thut 1t will oot te destroyed before srcheslozicsl

investigstions can be carried ouls In Ytroacer parspective, invesiizstiion
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of the‘rriendsville site is recessary (1) in order thst our undefstanding
of the 1l#te prohistoric cvltures in westorn Yaryland will be bssed on
sanples from ceversl sites, snd (2) beczure we co not knoQ how many
other knovn ls‘e vrehistoric sites in western “arvlenZ will be available
for fqture investirstion, The Frienisville site shouvld contribute fo
our undsrstanding of the ethnic sffiliztion of the lsie prohistoric

und proto-hisioric Indiasns of wostern Marylend, perticulerly if the

site contsins éarly trade ite2ms &5 sugrested by the Carnegie Museunm
tests,. The zrcheologiczl investirstions snd the resulting museum
displays end zublished reports will huve such velue and interest to

the people of Zerrctit County where stronp traditions persist about

the Indisn villzge discovered &t Friendsville by tne first sotilers.

Paccamenistions

The imporiance ¢nd lespe exiznl of ile Trierndsville site Tenrvire
thet axtensiye eveevxiion he unlertzken hefore rond consiruction heeins,
In the sres of the sits to te crossed Ly the Yationzl Trezuay z series
of lon7, hsnd dup trenches will locele archeni-picnl fegtures and
detar=mine if thére are widespresd disturbances of the top s~11 which
could be removed with power equipment, Zince thzi pert of the site %o
be crossed by reloczied Isute U2 45 a cultivaeted fie=ld, the plovw
z0n3 c5n be étriped off with power equipment efter brief hind testing
hss determined the nzture snd depth of the subsoil, The s>ils st the

site sre sandy, so use of & Gradall tsckhoe would be advisahle in

order ¢5 minivnisze dicturbunce of tne subssil,

The depth of striping will te less than 1 f29% in Yo%h sreas unless

—
g modern £1i11 is encouniered, *aximm horizonts) extent of the excavetions
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G will be 1imited on the north snd south by the righ* of wsys of the
nsw highusys., To the esst end vest the evesvetisans will be limited
by the ertlent of the rite except for the arcs occupled by Riverside
frive, AMfter the top soil is stripped, di-ging will penstrzte the
zubesil in smell sreas Lo explore srcheoisrical festures such as
storzge pits, hezrths, or burials., /At the conclusion of the arcteslogical
investigstionsg, backlilling con be eccomolished by power aguipnment of
any type conveniently availsdble,
| It is estiasted thal the ebove work csuld be accomplished in 8
weeks with the helpofieiznt lsborers and one truined sssisiznt working
under the direct supervision of the St:zte }rcheologist. Use of power
equipannt would involve & marirmum of four puccessive Zeys removing
top_soil znd one day buackfilline,

@ 4 Acknovledzenents

Hr; ?rank Re Corliss, Jr. of Swvunton, Mervlend notified ne €n
dugust, 1949 of tha imapending destruction of the Friendisville siie,
2bout two wecks leier he provided me with & first hund {ntroduction
tos ﬁany of the wapects of Carrett County srcheslory, including the
Frienisville site, Mr. Corlise! 1507 srd knauwledoogble interest in

. the archeslory of the Cerrett County erca, &nd his gencrosity in
sharing his experiences and irforaction have proven to be of inestimadle
velue in developing &y own undersianding of the gres., r, Olin Friend
ol Friendsville kindly zllowad we to 2ig 2oles in his lpwn, end ir.
Carroll Zush encour:ged ¥r., Corliss snd I ts exzmina the yurd of ithe

?iorich Funsral Home,
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APFENDIX A

Merylend Ceologicsl Survey Txplorutions st the Triendsville Site (150A23)

Archeslogics) Survey, Seplember 1lh, 1949
The following Indisn ertifsctis were found on the surfice around

the Minnich Tuncral Mone znd in the plowed field to ithe ssuthe

3 limesatone-izrpered sherds (1 rinsherd with exterier ccrd-
rouchening #nd flzt, sloping 1ip; 1 body sherd
with extzrisr ecord-rouzhcningy 1 plain body
gherd)

grell-tenpered Lody sherd vith plain surlsces

a3z 1Y, Lhick irinegpeler vrojectile ss5int of prey chert

flakes (1 1i~ht rr=y cherd, 1 nlsck chert)

hirnad borne {re-~oent

(SR

Lireheolnpicnl T2uis, Se~tenbor 13, 1959
Seven snell teris ware dup i & 1D-rotar crid in the front (eest)
and narth lewns o2 4he Olisn Trierd house which 48 1osxztuyd bety2en the ¥innich
Funeral 4ome and the personare of the Yethsdist Thurcn on Riverside Drive
in Friendsville, Z=sch of the ceven tesis wes aprroximstelr 35 c=. square,
& &11 but one yielded Indizn ertifacts,

Sendy losm was the only kind of s0il encountecred, tut two profile
types were observed, In tests 1, 2 snd 7 (511 in the south half of the
arez tosted, i, e., toward the censr of the site zs delerzined ty previocus
investiputions) there is 7 to 12 enm, of dark gray or brown s2il centaining
neile, broken plass snd other hisioric artifacts. Underlying the dsrk top
#9231 4r 13 t5 15 cu. of hrown_éoi] conininine prehisioric Iniizn dobris
(pattery, flint Mekes, £nd fire-cricked raciks)e  The Loiiom 19 cze of the
tests escocntered a third zone consisting of 1irht brown sandy 2211 with

& fcw pobhles end evtending to an uvndelernired depihy no cultursl ramzins

e e ————epeer Y |
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"were noted in this lower zone.

i
@ The second kind of soil profile wus encount°red in the

north halt of the sres tested (tests 3-6), and it consists of 29 to 3D cm.
of dark top soi] contalning & mixture of historie &nd abdoriginal srtifacts,
This is underlszin by light brown sapd or sandy logm wvhich extends to an
undeterminad depth and f}om vﬁich nd> cultursl rensins were recovered,
Plausahlevinterpretatioﬁs of the twn profiles are
that the fﬁrmér (south half of sres tested) is relatively undisturbed so
that a gone containing Indian occupations is overlsin by s0il containing
bistoric refuse, snd that the latter profile type (north hslf of ares
tesfed) is extensively disturbed by plowing so that &1l of the Indian &nd

historic artifaots are mixed together in one gone,

The artifacts recovered from esch of the tests sre ss followvss

Test 1 - 7 flakess U gray chert, 3 indursied siltstone?
19 fire-cracked rocks
1 cut nail
1 vine botile frazment (19th century or lster)

Test 2 « 22 plsin, grit-tempered sherds 7-9 mm, thicks 4ncludes & strsight,
undecorsted rim with flat 1lip; 11 appear to be from
one ves-el (Lrte “nodland)

. 2 tiny sherdes, highly wezthered end erpsrently lecking temperg
one sezas to hzve cord-roughening gnd seversl =msll
anmuler punctztions an the e~terior sarlece

1 tiny, pluin-surfsced sherd from which the tesper (limestona?)
hss been lesched (ocrly Late rrehistoric)

4 fNakes of chert

k nails

3 clinkers

Test 3 -« 1 flegke screper, of light gray chert o
9 flakes: L gray chert, 1 tan chert, L indursted silistone?
1 firs-cracked rock
15 eless slag fragments
-~ ) 3 nails
1 "Champion®spsrk plug

L ey e 2 e Lok abiiebs o3




o)

(8) ‘ @

-

Test 4 = 2 flekas of grsy chert
2 glass elag fregnacats
1 window glass frugment
3 neile

Test § = 3 plsss slap frerwarts
1 nilk plass frarment
1 clesr gless frigment, edges melted

Test 6 = 2 fskes of chert
13 glass slsg frzgrents
3 glacss fregments
1 esrthenwzre sh=rd, white glazed
2 neile , 1 bons frezgment '

Test 7 = 1 fl:zke, grey chert
1 glass fragment

The distribution of the zrtifscts is sum—arized in the following

tablep
sl Humber of specimcns recovered
Tests .
Irdien Aistorie
: (Furo-A=m-rican)
1 7 2
2 29 o3
3 19 19
L 2 6
5 - 5
6 2 20
7 1 3
- Totsd Sl 62

The Indien ertifscts sre concentrated in tests 1, 2, and 3. 3Reference to
the attached pli.. ...canw view wiese tesis sre those nesrest the river snd
¥in-ich Tunersl Some where previous icvestigations hgve shown the msin part

of the site Lo te locstad.
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Corments on the fritifuctis

Fottery is the most diapgnostic artifuct recovered from our
fnvestipations st Friendsville., Frevisus archeologicsl studies 4n western
Ysrylend and in edlzcent stetes fndicete that grit tempering (erushed rock
other ttazn cher-t ar limesione) is characteristic of Late “o2dland comple-es

(ca. A.D. 570 to 19M), snd thet linsstone tempering s most cowmon &t

_esrly Lse Preristoric sitaes (beginning stout A,D. 1770)e £s the histsoric

period is epproached, the limecstone tampering is greduzlly replsced by

gtell tempering (Corliss end wricht 1567; ‘irirht 1959), 'ost of the

sherds recovered by the Geoslogical Survey have grit tfn;ér, but since &ll

of these seem t5 be from one vessel, the small sa~ple is gresily bisssd,

Most of the other sherds hazve limestons or elell temper 8o that & predominsialy
Lute Prehistoric affiliastion is indicated, The smzll, trisngulsr, unnotched
point of chert and the flakes of chert sre chsrscteristic of late Frehistoric
cultures i~ Vestern Harylend, The few flukes of indureted siltstone (?)

2oy be from an éarlier complax, A1l of the eriifects of Turo-‘mericsn

origin s-pesr to Ye of trpes in coﬁnon use 'in the lete 19£h century or

leter, Thrce few artifacts sre zdnittedly insdequete for eztimating the evact

nsture of the ?riendsville site, tut combined with informztion previsusly

¢ollected by Corliss (19593 1954) &nd the Curresie ‘huzeum (ayer-Oskes
1955), aad our genaral xnowledze of the archeolary in thls region (Muyer-
Oskes 1955), thers would seee to be little d-ubt that the site will prove

$0 be highly significunt,
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evtending béiov the disturbad top 8511, &nd supsest thst burisls are

fi E% present. The existence of post molds is especially eicnificint bacsuse

they are very delicste snd zre not tvpically preserved at &1l sites

although they &re critical ts the deterainstion nf house types gnd

community plan,

Tyler Sustian
Faryland Geolozical Survey
Harch, 1971

rE




Addendvam

After the prececding rasort wus completed, copies of the field
notes {rom t;e 175) Carnagle ‘'ussun 1nvcsti;ation§ st the Friendsville site
were ¥indly sunplied bj Or, Don ¥, Dregoo, Curstor, Sectlon of Men, Carnsgie
¥useum, Four test squareé, esch spproximstely 5 feet squere, were excavated
south znd southesst of the Minnich Funeral ﬂOmé, £8 showm <n the accompanyiﬁg
highwzy plan., The tvpical soil profile is 25 to 39 cm.vof 5black 125m"
eontsiring both Indiun &nd historic artifects &nd overlying sterils “yellow
sendy® It epperently recsenbles tae profile ercountered in the north half
of the sres tested by the Maryland Ceologicel Survey. Prominent light and
dsrk bands at the bese of the "blzek loesam® in two of the tests_dug by the

Csernegie Musevm sppeer to be plow stresks snd sugrest tret some of the

‘eulturel deporits heve dbeen throughly mixed by plowing. In one test, however,

Tdark losm® corteinine grtifzcic ro.tended vo to &0 cm. below the base of the
"black losm.” A snallow pit 15 cm. deep and sbout 2 miles in disester
appesred to be unidisiurbed sz it conteined only Inidian artifects, including

sherds, chert flaker, lzrne pieces of chliercosl, &nd broxen stone=. £1long

_one edge of the pit wera three post hiolss, one of wiich evteaded 15 c=m.

below the top of tne pit,
The &rtifacts zre not descrired in detail in the field notes, but
they sre evidently similar to thoce recovered by the Msryleznd Geologicsl

Surveyy thor sra avallstle for study si ths Carns

tatad tnat
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£
to the dste recovered from ths excavations, local infor=ants
burisls hsd becen found zhout 1946 when & basement was dne,
The Carnogie Vu&eum's investirations &t Friendsville tend to
confirm our previsus esti=ates of the sita, 1In ud¥ition, they provide

direct.evidénce f5r tho presence of sboriginsl »its &nd post molds
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